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Policy Questions:

1. What are the implications of the changing     
composition of the rural population?
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Counties with Increase in Hispanic Population of
100 Percent or More, 1990-2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
Map Prepared by RUPRI
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Policy Questions:

2.  Given the anticipated demand for 
services from the elderly, what is the        
most cost-effective means of responding 
to that demand?
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Cost pressures in 
Medicare and Medicaid:

Home Health

Skilled Nursing Care

Home and Community Based Services
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Policy Questions:

3.  What level of government should 
respond to the demand, and how?
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National: Medicare payment policies, 
demonstration projects

State: Medicaid payment policies, waivers, 
special programs such as grants to convert to 
assisted living

Local: Support for community based efforts

Not-for-profits: Development of community 
based efforts
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Policy Answers:

1.  Need to plan for the population changes
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Building capacity

Generating the workforce
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Policy Answers

2.  Assessment of options
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The evaluation component of 
demonstration and evaluation

Assessment of needs among the elderly

Assessment of capacity 

Cost-effective ways of generating capacity

Public-private partnerships will be crucial
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Policy Answers

3.  We will be using devolution, locally-
based approaches
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Expanded waiver authority in existing Medicaid

Interest in increased role for private plans in 
public programs

Medicare initiatives defined by states and 
regions

Services are locally-based
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Practices:

Colleagues in this symposium presenting 
specifics

Working through rural health networks

Diffusion of innovation

Models that Work

Continued research years after the initial project
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Policy Implications:

Align incentives

changes in practice

changes in payment

Promote innovation

demonstration projects sponsored by the federal 
government

Regulatory flexibility
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Policy Implications:

Adopt new philosophies

caretaker to health promotion

centralized organizations to amoebic collaboratives

public entities to public-private partnerships

New populations as a positive

sustaining quality of life is an economic gain

training new minorities

workforce from the elderly
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